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Abstract

A Short Thought about the Ordination of Women
Prof. Dr, Youngmog Song

The aim of this paper is to delve into the biblical perspective
about women ordination from historical and exegetical studies.
Every research on this issue claiming ‘biblical’ makes readers
much more confusing. Since the 1930’s, major denominations
of Korean church including Methodist church and Assembly
of God have been approving women ordination. Even though
the real concern for this issue must be the process of the decision
whether accepting it or not, not a few denominations accredited
women pastor due to their practical necessity. In other words,
biblical exegesis on the related passages in the New Testament
matters. Keeping in mind these phenomena and principle, the
Korean churches which do not allow women ordination have
to prepare this issue because some day it will cause a serious
debate or conflict among their community. This paper explores
this issue from four steps: (1) the historical argument on the
women ordination, (2) women ordination from the Old Testament
perspective, (3) women ordination from New Testament exegesis,
and (4) application of this issue to Korean Church. Finally the

four steps lead to the conclusion that women ordination is not

clearly confirmed by the New Testament exegesis. It is neither
recommendable nor wise to escape open discussions on this

issue by regarding it like a fruit of the knowledge of good and

evil.

Keywords | Ordination of women, biblical
hermeneutics, the New Testament,
time-bound, time-transcended
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