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Abstract

Redeeming Sewol Ferry Disaster from the New Testament
Perspective

Prof. Dr. Song Young-mog

This paper probes the will of God in the Sewol ferry disaster
which took place on the 16", April 2014, in which 304 people
died. The ex-candidate for prime minister Changgeok Moon’s
address in a local church raised a burning debate on what is
the will of God. The Japanese rule over the savage Chosun
people and the Korean War were the will of God who wanted
to bless Chosun and to put the USA on South Korea’s side.
Moon’s address has been criticized because of his one-sided
pro-Japan and pro-USA perspective, as well as his naive
identification of Korea with God’s chosen people, the Old
Testament Israel. Owing to his address, Mr. Moon was forced
to resign from his position as prime minister candidate. If Moon’s
logic were correct, the Sewol ferry accident took place according
to God’s will, so it would not be a man-made disaster. Here,
several questions arise: Is the Sewol ferry accident a man-made
disaster or a disaster permitted by God? If it is a man-made
disaster, should the hidden will of God be removed? Can the
man-made disaster and the disaster permitted by God be regarded
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as two sides of a coin? Is it possible to regard the good will
of God and the disaster as two sides of a coin? Considering
these questions, this paper investigates answers to them. The
present researcher comes to the conclusion that although the
Sewol accident was a man-made disaster, it implies both the
good will of God as well as God’s admonition toward the Korean
church and society. The Korean church has to make use of the
God-given opportunity to share pain with the suffering and to
serve them. The deep-rooted evils caused by the neo-liberalistic
capitalism should be reformed too. This is a way of redeeming
the Sewol ferry disaster.
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