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Abstract

Calvin's Understanding on the Use of the Old Testament

in the New Focused on 1 Corinthians 2:9

Prof, Dr. Young-Mog Song

This paper aims at responding to the question "How would
Calvin, who paid much attention to the unity between the Old
Testament and the New, understand the OT in terms of a
Christocentric perspective within revelation history?” This
research, however, is limited to Calvin’s exegesis of 1 Corinthians
2:9, which quotes Isaiah 64:4. This researcher proposes that
this passage clearly shows us Calvin’s way of understanding
the use of the Old Testament in the New. A proper interpretation
of 1 Corinthians 2:9, however, is not an easy task due to the
following reasons: (1) no main verb appears, (2) its enigmatic
harmony with textual context in particular verses 8 and 10, (3)
interpretation of the relative pronoun & that appears twice, (4)
interpretation of the first word, conjunction &AAd , and (5) the
identity of the specific Old Testament verse which Paul quoted.
No one can easily criticize Calvin, who defended the continuity
of the two Testaments by developing the argument that the NT

-authors revealed the implicit content of the OT authors.

Concerning Calvin’s understanding of the use of the Old
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Testament in the New, however, he deserves at least two criticism:
he neither actively interpreted the OT passages Christologically,
nor provided us with the proper reasons why the NT authors
changed the OT passages by quoting them in the light of a
Christological or Christotelic perspective.

Keywords | Calvin, Use of the OT in NT, 1 Corinthians
. 2:9, Christocentric, Revelation history
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