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(] Abstract

Reading the Letter to Philemon
Intratextually and Intertextually

Song, Youngmok

(Kosin University)

The aim of this paper is to examine the rhetorical characteristics
of the letter to Philemon in light of intratextuality and intertextuality.
First as an intratextual feature, the letter bears a strong logical cohe-
rence of which chiasm and rhetorical structures are prime elements.
Our intratextual analysis is aided by discourse analysis, a useful method
first formulated by J. P. Louw and E. A. Nida. Discourse analysis
makes it easier to find out the relationship of words and of sentences
within the letter to Philemon. Second, an intertextual reading helps
us to understand the rhetorical features of the letter. The shortest of
all Pauline epistles, this letter presents a particular difficulty for exe-
getes as they attempt to analyze the meaning of words and expre-
ssions. This semantic gap can be filled with an intertextual study.
Reading the letter to the Colossians together with the letter to
Philemon is essential for the two letters were written by the same
author at the same time and in the same place. Thus, intratextual
and intertextual readings disclose the ways in which the three

components of persuasion, namely ethos, pathos, and logos, pene-

SSAISHERATE W | IP:218.233.220.#*+ | Accessed 2020/02/17 17:22(KST)



1114 | Alop=ct M3 7 MKUS - 2016 7S

trate through the letter to Philemon. To persuade his Greco-Roman
readers to appreciate the transformative power of Christ’s gospel in
human relations, Paul makes use of the rhetorical techniques of his

time such as the metaphor of God’s family and a chiastic structure.

Key Words
The Letter to Philemon, the Letter to the Colossians, intratextuality,

intertextuality, logical coherence
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